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PLEASE REMEMBER - NO PARKING ON SCHOOL HILL ON THURSDAYS 

 

“It’s more than a School Fair” 
 
As we approach this year’s Summer Revels I feel the need to share with you something 
that has been on my mind for the last few weeks. 
 
Whenever I talk to parents about this school, it is ‘The family feel and sense of 
community’ that is considered to be one of its greatest strengths. I believe that a large 
part of ensuring that this feeling stays strong is our involvement in such things as the 
‘Summer Revels’. This event has played an integral part of Findon village life for more 
than 150 years and is a time when the whole community comes together. It is so exciting 
to see the children, parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, teachers, governors and 
members of the local community coming together to help raise much needed money for 
the school. However, more importantly, it shows the children that there is this wider 
community of which they are all a significant part. This is why, in school, we put lesson 
time aside to practise the country and maypole dances, we give the children time to 
prepare their stalls, and why so many of our staff stay for the whole day.  
 
It saddens me that, this year in particular, we have an unprecedented number of children 
saying that they are unable to attend the Summer Revels. Obviously when the event 
clashes with one off events such as weddings, then these understandably should take 
priority. However, when the decision not to attend is because it clashes with an event 
which the child attends regularly throughout the year, or is based on a child’s reticence 
to participate in the 5-10 minutes of dancing, then I feel that this begins to undermine 
the event as a whole. The children who do attend often feel that the others are not 
playing their part, whilst the children who do not attend miss out on being part of this 
wider community event.  
 
I fully understand that time together with your own family is precious, and that being 
part of a club and/or organisations outside of school, is also vital in developing children’s 
self- confidence and independence. However, it would be a great shame if we lost a 
school event like the Summer Revels due to apathy or not prioritising, what I believe to 
be, one of the best opportunities of the year to show what we can achieve when we all 
work together because it is more than a school fair. 
 
Richard Yelland 
 

http://www.stjbps.co.uk/


 

 

MORE DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

May 17 May Revels Mufti Day (no school uniform) – details to follow from the  
  PTA 

July 17 Open afternoon for parents – 3.30 – 6.00 pm 

 

 
ARUNNERS ANNUAL BEACH RUN 
 
Arunners Running Club, Littlehampton, will be holding their annual Beach Run on Wednesday 22nd May 
2019. As well as the senior event (5 miles along the sand to East Preston and back) there is also a junior 
event for under 15s. This is a course of one mile on the grass and the promenade at Littlehampton 
seafront. This is slightly longer than last year to avoid congestion on the course. It starts at 7:00 pm next 
to the Windmill Harvester Restaurant. Entry is £1 in advance or on the day, all finishers will receive a 
medal and parents are welcome to run alongside their children if they wish. Water, toilets and First Aid 
will be available and refreshments will be served in the race headquarters.  
Refreshments will be free but we ask for a donation (minimum £1) to the charity we are supporting this 
year: St Barnabas Hospice. 
Full details of how to do this are on the entry form, which is available at your child’s school. If you need 
any further information please get in touch.  
Best wishes 
Phil McErlain, Race Director, Arunners 
01903 734335                   07739 530 129 

 
Please note that school staff will not present at this event. 
 

 
 


